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HELSINKI, February 22nd,

Monday part of the Finnish official com-
muniq ue read like this :

* North-east of Lake Ladoga our troops achieved a great
victory by capturing an important strong point held by the
enemy in great force, in which connection 20 tanks, 36
guns of various types, 17 tractors* 32 field-kitchens, 25
automobiles, 200 vehicles, etc., fell Into our hands. In
addition one thousand two hundred Russians were killed
and two hundred and fifty taken prisoner.5

Very likely you heard this in the news. I was lucky
enough to be on the spot the very next day and to see for
myself just what such a communique really means.

Before I tell the story I think I'd better explain, very
quickly and briefly, what the fighting up In North-east
Ladoga is like. Roughly speaking the Finnish tactics
have been to split up the attacking Russian columns into
several isolated detachments, and cut them off from their
supplies; They call these cut-off bodies mottis. This
particular motti consisted of some fifteen hundred men, and
must have included a large proportion of the Divisional
Staff, for there was a large number of officers among the
prisoners taken. And its destruction means that the entire
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